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It shall be this : that seeing I am come so far.

If of his own will he withdraw him not,

For no persuasion nor for death itself

Will I be brought to break my faith with him.

For this you say of them that follow you

And of your fear to bear a thankless name

For my supposed betraying, you should by now

With him have taken counsel of the chance,

And not have thrown it here across my way

Who have no choice to pass not over it,

Seeing I may turn not back for life or death,

For fear or shame or love of any man.

As for the place, he doth not well to cast

On me too even the election ; let him choose,

And send me word, with pardon that herein

I tax my lord of too much negligence.

For those your followers whom you most misdoubt,

You shall be wise to weed our train of them

If any wise mean be to draw them forth.

This is my counsel, of a simple wit

And womanish, but not so vile at heart

As to go back for danger from its faith.

I pray you so report of me, and say,

When he shall ask you of my mind again,

No more but this word only; and farewell

{Exit HUNTLKY,

* This faint-heart honesty with half a hand
Is falser found at need than falsehood's self,
And ever was of me more hated.    0,
That I might take these hours as in my hand